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of quarterly courses in useful subjects which may be
taught in the rainy-season when the land is covered with
plenty of green grass and cattle need no special supervi-
sion during the major part of the day.
(2) RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND FESTIVALS
It is obviously impossible to give a full account of the
religious beliefs and festivals of all the caste.s and creeds
that are found in the village under study. We, therefore,
propose to note only a few salient, points about the reli-
gious beliefs and festivals of the Kaliparaj and the Ujali-
paraj Hindus, who together form about 95 per cent, of the
total population of the village.
Religious Beliefs of the Kaliparaj : The Kaliparaj be-
lieve in ghosts. It is a usual custom among them to set
up a wooden image called 'Khatru' to the memory of a
dead relative. This they occasionally worship. On
every festival when they prepare delicious food (accord-
ing to their notion), they, first of all, offer a part thereof
to this ghost. The ghost is looked upon by them as a
Supernatural power that protects them from all sorts of
dangers*
The Kaliparaj of this place often go to Malwada, a
village to the east of Atgam about 10 miles away where
they worship the image of a goddess locally known as
Malwadi-Mata. Occasionally some of them go to Moti-
favel, a place near Dharampore about 10 miles to the east
of the village under study, for worshipping Samal Dev.
It is interesting to note that though a god called Gusmai1
is regarded as their principal god in written literature avail-
able about them, the Kaliparaj of this place know nothing
about him,
Religious Festivals of the Kaliparaj : The leading festi-
vals observed by the Kaliparaj are :
1 The image of this god is said to be in the cave of a hill near the hot
springs of Unai, a place about 25 miles to the North of Atgam*